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Remember CommunityAid when donating gently used clothing and let them
know Jessica & Friends Community sent you. Use the code number 50001

and J&FC will receive a cash donation.

 Please consider choosing Jessica & Friends Community as your charity while
shopping on AmazonSmile



  When a child is born with a disability, 
parents and loved ones often struggle 
and ask God “WHY?” Early on in our 
journey after Jessica was born, we 
were able to get great comfort from the 
Scripture in John 9 when Jesus’ disciples 
asked “WHY was this man born blind?” 
…Jesus replied “so the works of God can 
be glorified through him.” That forever 
changed our “WHY God” to “HOW God 
will you bring glory to yourself through 
Jessica’s life?” The following is another 
example of how God works and changes 
us as we trust Him when there are no 
answers. It also reminds us that God’s 
plan in using heartache and suffering 
is so much greater than we can even 
imagine, and that the full impact of 
Jessica & Friends Community will only 
be revealed in eternity. 

Peter and Paulette Teague, 
Co-Founders

  Recently my daughter, Jayme, (who lives in a J&FC home) and I went 
back to our hometown to attend the funeral of Jayme’s godfather. The 
service was a beautiful celebration of a man who loved the Lord and 
lived each day with joy and anticipation. He knew without a shadow 
of a doubt that one day he would be meeting Jesus face to face and 
also be reunited with his family... including my husband who was like a 
brother to this dear man. We laughed, we cried, and we sang.



  His 13-year-old grandson, who was born with Sanfilippo Syndrome Type A, was at the service. This 
syndrome is a progressive disorder affecting the brain and spinal column. As I spoke with his mother, 
she shared how she enjoys reading our J&FC newsletter. The article in our summer edition written 
by our Board Member, Dr. Jack Kline, really impacted her. After her special son was born, she was 
told that if she were to have other children they too could be born with the same syndrome. She and 
her husband chose to trust God who gave them another son who is now 3, and does not have the 
syndrome. She shared this article with others who struggle with a loving God allowing people to be 
born with disabilities. The last sentence in the article says, “Sometimes the things that we cannot 
change, end up changing us.” Many parents of a special needs child can 
relate to this truth.

  As I shared with others on that day about Jessica & Friends 
Community, many commented how they wished something 
similar to our organization could come to northeastern 
Pennsylvania. They are praying about how to get started. 

  It was shared with Jayme the profound impact Jayme’s 
cards had on her godfather. He cherished each card, and 
would tell the family when he would get another card from 
her. Jayme’s card ministry started years ago through the 
J&FC Home and Community program.

  As I relayed to many about the dedicated Board of 
Directors, the caring staff, the community programs and the 
wonderful group homes we have, I once again realized how 
blessed we are to be a part of Jessica & Friends Community. 
As our newsletters make their way into the lives of many who 
we will never meet or know, we pray 
the Lord will use them to bless 
others and provide encouragement 
for those who need services and 
support. We pray that many come 
to know the Lord through this 
outreach.

  Please pray that Jessica & 
Friends Community will continue 
to impact many lives, and that 
other ministries would start 
up all over the country...
dedicated to caring for 
precious, special-needs 
individuals...made 
perfectly by God...with 
a specific purpose 
and plan for 
each life.



  On a Friday evening in August, a very special gathering 
was held for our special friends! We had a dance, and what 
a dance it was!! As 190 guests arrived, they were greeted 
by beautiful decorations and beautifully decorated tables 
made possible by volunteers from Church of the Open Door. 
The tables were adorned with fresh flowers and candles. A 
photo booth was set up with a lovely backdrop of balloons, 
flowers, and various props. It was party time!!!

  Once again, we were blessed that Chris Wagman agreed 
to be our DJ for this special evening. He knew exactly what 
to play and from the moment he started, the dance floor 
was full. Everyone danced to the hokey pokey and the 
chicken dance. It was so amazing to see the happiness, 
smiles and joy on all the faces of our friends.  

  We thank God for this joyous night of fun and fellowship. 
We are so thankful for the donation of the meal from 
Godfrey Bros. Meats. We so appreciate our partnership 
with Church of the Open Door and their disability ministries. 
Thank you also to the many volunteers who made this 
special night possible.  



  After describing Jessica & Friends Community and Jeremy’s 
Garden to Pastor Jason Clark and his wife, Tramaine, who 
have a church in inner city Baltimore, they became intrigued. 
Jason mentors a group of kids ages 8 to 16 years old, many 
who had never seen a farm. He wondered if it would be 
possible for him to bring these kids to see Jeremy’s Garden. 
The seed was planted, God approved, and arrangements 
were made for the trip. On a beautiful Saturday morning in 
July they visited York. A full schedule was planned with a hike 
in Nixon Park, a visit to Jeremy’s Garden and with the help 
of our wonderful neighbors acting as cooks and servers, a 
delicious lunch was prepared. Following this, hayrides around 
the farm and then off to Indian Rock Acres for a swim in the 
pool which was a very big hit! Lastly, we made it to Perrydell 
to visit and pet the calves...and for some of the best ice cream 
in York County. Then we had to say our goodbyes as the bus 
took those precious kids safely back to the big city. 

  Everyone seemed to enjoy it. There may have been some 
discovery, some new insight, a realization of a bigger world 
with a better appreciation of nature and God’s great creation. 
Could this lead to something else, something that positively 
affects the lives of these young people? God knows! It is our 
prayer that this will be the case. As Pastor Jason continues 
his mentoring, we hope that we will be able to arrange other 
positive activities in the future and build on this relationship. 
Isn’t it wonderful that Jessica & Friends Community could 
have an even larger purpose?

  In Jeremy’s Garden, it’s time to harvest 
not just vegetables but also the profusion of 
flowers which include sunflowers, zinnias, 
amaranths and many others. Flowers have 
gone home with our Individuals and to the 
Blossoms to Blessings outreach with an 
additional donation of flowers from Miller 
Plant Farm. 

  The faithful and fearless volunteers 
from the York Garden Club, our fabulous 
neighbors and of course, Individuals from 
both York and Hanover Pathway programs 
have participated throughout this growing 
season. We have learned about seeds, 
planting, watering and weeding, and now 

the finer points of cutting and arranging! 
Some hot, beautiful days and ample rains 
have had stunning results. All the better to 
appreciate God’s creativity.

  We are beginning to market flowers 
at Godfrey Bros. Meats. Donations are 
accepted and support Jessica & Friends 
Community. We invite you to visit the 
garden at 2750 Indian Rock Dam Road 
to pick your own. There is a donation box 
available. Just remember to close the gate 
after you leave to keep the deer out! If you 
would like directions or any help, email Jim 
Srour at jushla2@gmail.com. He would be 
delighted to assist!



Amber Franklin 
  After graduating high school in 2005, Amber attended Harrisburg Area Community 
College where she received certification as a Phlebotomist. In 2009, she began working 
as a direct support professional in Human Services. After her daughter, Kayleigh, was born 
in 2011, she continued her education online at Ameritech College, receiving an Associate 
Degree. After graduating, Amber wanted to remain in the Human Services field taking 
the opportunity to become a Program Manager in another agency. In 2019, Amber came 
to Jessica & Friends Community as a Residential Program Specialist. Recently she was 
promoted to Quality Assurance/Compliance Coordinator. Amber shared, “I love working 
with our precious Individuals and making a difference in their lives!”
Kelly Graham 
  Kelly grew up in Girard, Pennsylvania and graduated from Edinboro University with a 
degree in Communications. Her husband Mike and their 8-year-old son, Miles, love to 
travel, camp, and hike as a family. Working with adults with intellectual disabilities became 
her passion when she met her first special Individual ten years ago. After seven years in 
another agency, Kelly felt drawn to J&FC’s faith-based approach. Kelly has been lead staff 
at Kadine’s House and recently has been promoted to Residential Program Specialist.
Devin Sevret 
  While pursuing her degree at Lancaster Bible College | Capital Seminary & Graduate 
School (LBC), Devin was introduced to J&FC where many of our Individuals participated 
in a chapel service. In the following fall, she became a direct support professional at 
our Old Colony home. Upon graduating from LBC in December 2021, Devin shared on 
many occasions that she would never want to be a house manager. However, after being 
encouraged to pray and seek the Lord’s counsel, He faithfully softened her heart and 
empowered her to step into the role of house manager at Old Colony home. She is so 
thankful for the blessing that J&FC has been in her own life and shared “It has helped 
teach me how to love deeply, serve joyfully, and support others faithfully. God’s goodness 
has been so evident bringing me to this organization where I can continually shout the 
worth of so many of my special friends!”
Mitch Spangler 
  Mitch was raised in York, PA and came to saving faith in Jesus as a teenager joining 
Church of the Open Door. He began helping and teaching in the church’s special needs 
class, WINGS, after his son, Aaron, introduced him to the class. He is a graduate of 
Lancaster Bible College | Capital Seminary and Graduate School earning his Bachelor of 
Science in Pastoral Studies and Bible as well as a Masters in Counseling and Bible from 
Biblical Theological Seminary. Mitch and his wife, Vicki, served as missionaries in England 
for 15 years. They have three children, Aaron, Heather, and Jesse.
  His wife, Vicki, and son, Aaron, are on staff at J&FC. Listening to them share their 
experiences, Mitch felt called to join J&FC as a direct support professional. He was 
recently promoted to house manager at David’s House and shared that he is blessed  
with a great team of staff and Individuals.

  On June 24 we held our annual Staff 
Appreciation dinner in the beautiful social 
hall at Bethlehem United Methodist Church 
in Dallastown. What a special gathering as 
we were able to thank our 90 direct support 
professionals, program specialists and 
managers who have sacrificed so much serving 
our Individuals with extraordinary care and 
compassion as they faced many challenges 
these past several years through the pandemic.  
The “Energizer Bunny Award” recipients who 
were nominated by their peers, were given to 
Bob Reid and Hannah Wood for going above 

and beyond in their work as direct support 
professionals. A special thank you to Tim Kelley, 
Vice President of Administration and Human 
Resources, and the team at the Support Center 
for planning and serving at this special event.
  In addition, September we celebrated Direct 
Support Professionals week with special treats, 
gifts cards, and thank you notes for each one. 
Every day they give of themselves to help 
those they serve live more independent and 
productive lives. J&FC is blessed to have such 
a caring and committed staff.



  After an exciting summer of swimming and picnic parties at Indian Rock Acres, 
our families gathered together to celebrate our Fall Fest. Families enjoyed activities 
such as face painting, lawn games, crafts, pumpkin decorating and scavenger 
hunts. A delicious barbecue meal was served and everyone enjoyed this beautiful 
fall day of fun and fellowship.

  Our second annual J. Patrick Peters Memorial Rock On event was held on 
Friday, October 7, 2022. We were blessed with perfect autumn weather for J&FC’s 
friends to “Rock On” raising $29,000 toward the purchase of new vehicles and 
vehicle maintenance to transport our dear friends around the community. Rocking 
chairs were placed at three venues, and this year we even had guest rockers!
  We wish to express our thanks to Godfrey Bros. Meats, CommunityAid in York 
and The Markets at Hanover for opening their venue and their hearts so our 
Individuals could Rock On for J&FC. 
  Many, many thanks to the following sponsors for caring so much to make this 
event a success:
GOLD ($500 or more)
  • ALCO Pharmacy • CARS Complete Automotive • Doceo Office Solutions 
  • Hanover Auto Team • Miller’s Roofing, Inc. • Rock Commercial Real Estate
  • York P-B Truss, Inc.
SILVER ($250-$499)
  • Calvary Baptist Church • Miller Plant Farm
BRONZE ($100-$249)
  • Lauer Construction Services • HX Lighting • Littlestown Foundry, Inc.
  • Saubel’s Markets 
  A hearty thank you to our guest rockers, our volunteers from the Rotary Club 
of Hanover, First Post and to Martin’s Snacks, Flinchbaugh’s Orchard and Farm 
Market, BJ’s, Sam’s Club, Rutters and Giant Food Stores for providing snacks 
and lunch. We also wish to thank all of the families, friends and supporters of 
J&FC for giving from your hearts and cheering on our rockers!  

Christmas Celebration
Sunday, December 4, 2022 at 6:00 pm
  Church of the Open Door
  8 Carlisle Court, York

Jessica & Friends Community’s 
25th Anniversary Trip to the
Holy Land
In celebration of the 25th anniversary of 
Jessica & Friends Community, a trip to the 
Holy Land is planned from September 9-21, 
2023.  If you are interested, please contact 
Peter Teague at 717.682.1854 for details.

 1) For the health and safety of our staff and 
the Individuals we serve

 2) For the staffing crisis we face, and that 
God would bring us staff who desire to 
work in a faith-based environment

 3) Thankful for our dedicated leadership 
and for our Board of Directors

 4) Thankful for our visionary investors and 
community partners who support our 
mission

Jessica & Friends Community is always 
looking for caring, committed people to join 
our team. Please check out our website at 
jandfcommunity.org/employment to learn 
more and to apply.



IN HONOR OF/GIVEN BY:
Dru and Seth Almoney
  Ms. Kimberly Clabaugh
  Ms. Wendy McMaster
Jeremy Decker
  Mr. & Mrs. Clair Decker
Bethany Godfrey
  Mrs. Miriam Leaman
Steven and Ellen Hartman
  Mr. & Mrs. William Robertson
Troy Hoenstine
  Mrs. Peg O’Brien Yadon
Jill Kinneman & Jackie’s House
  Mr. Terry Kinneman
Sally and Jayme Janora
  Dr. & Mrs. Michael Snell
Sally Janora
  Matthew 6:21 Project
Jonathan
  Mr. Tom Paholsky
Kadine’s House Residents & Staff
  Mr. & Mrs. Jed Strausbaugh
Brandon Ream   
  Ms. Cinda Nease 
Avery Sponseller   
  Ms. Sherrie Wivell
  Anonymous

Jeremy Srour
  Mr. & Mrs. Steven Martin

Jessica Teague
  Mr. & Mrs. Russell Jungling
  Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Styer

Peter and Paulette Teague
  Mr. & Mrs. Richard Clapsaddle
  Mr. & Mrs. Stu Levey

Jonathan Winkler
  Rev. Maria McKiernan

IN MEMORY OF/GIVEN BY:
Nancy Fry
  Dr. & Mrs. Peter W. Teague

Louise Gockley
  Dr. & Mrs. Peter W. Teague
  Mr. & Mrs. Rodney Wolford

June and Kim Handwerker
  Mr. Robert Handwerker

Virginia (Gini) Hartlaub
  Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Tarman 

Claas Kampman
  Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kampman

Gloria Knippenberg
  Mr. Garnett Knippenberg

Sharon Mindemann
  Dr. & Mrs. Peter W. Teague

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Mr. Thomas Brown

President
Mrs. Diane Sargeant

Vice President
Mr. Robert Teague

Treasurer
Mrs. Amy Brickner

Secretary
Mr. Dale Bubb
Dr. Jack Kline

Mr. Stuart Levey
Mr. Doug Royer
Dr. James Srour
Mr. Doug Swartz

Mrs. Paulette Teague
Dr. Peter Teague
Ms. Susan Wolf

Mr. Lee Stare (Honorary)

ADMINISTRATION
Dr. Peter & Paulette Teague

Co-Founders 
Timothy Kelley

Vice President of Administration
and Human Resources

Kimberly Gockley
Executive Director of Operations

Janelle Greathouse
Accounting Manager

Sally Janora
Ministry Support Coordinator

Amber Franklin
Quality Assurance/

Compliance Coordinator
Jodi Bird

Senior House Manager 
Gretchen Rhodes, Devin Sevret,

Mitch Spangler & Pam Tucker 
Managers, Residential Services

Mary Hildebrand
Manager, Community Program

Glenn & Millie Martin
Innkeepers, Indian Rock Acres

Scott Reynold
Facility Manager

1625 East Market Street
York, PA 17403
Phone 717.747.9000
Fax 888.509.2320
jandfcommunity.org

Equal Opportunity Employer

Memorial and Honor Gifts
May 1, 2022 to July 31, 2022

Jessica & Friends Community News
is published quarterly to provide relevant

updates and current issues of importance
consistent with our mission to the families 

we serve, churches, friends and supporters.

Please send all correspondence
including address corrections to: 

Jessica & Friends Community
Attention: Anne Fritts

1625 East Market Street, York, PA 17403
SUPPORT CENTER: 1625 EAST MARKET STREET, YORK, PA 17403

Sarah Emily Myers
  Mr. & Mrs. Joe Brickner

J. Patrick Peters 76th birthday
  Mrs. Danielle Peters

Robert William Pickard
  Ms. Kristin Quinn

Philip Porter
  Ms. Virginia Bova

Lois Ruppert
  Drs. Marshall and Grace Angotti
  Mrs. Ruth Ann Bailets
  Mr. Brian Ruppert
  Dr. & Mrs. Peter W. Teague
  Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Teague
  Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Wildasin

Jean Spitzer
  Mr. & Mrs. Scott Burkett

Joan Staub
   Mr. & Mrs. Brian Almoney

Michael Strickler
  Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Leber
  Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell Spangler

Gladys Teague
  Mr. & Mrs. John Delozier

Dorothy Worhach
  Ms. Tracy Nitchie

Remember CommunityAid when donating gently used clothing and let them
know Jessica & Friends Community sent you. Use the code number 50001

and J&FC will receive a cash donation.

 Please consider choosing Jessica & Friends Community as your charity while
shopping on AmazonSmile
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